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READING REALITIES: 

DISASTER AND 

DISASTER RISKS 
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Number of disasters by major category 

per year, 1998-2017  
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Source: CRED & UNISDR, Economic Losses, Poverty and Disasters 1998-2017  

C h a l l e n g e s  i n  C r e a t i n g  R e s i l i e n c e  C o m m u n i t i e s  i n  M a l a y s i a  



Numbers of disasters per type, 1998-2017  
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Source: CRED & UNISDR, Economic Losses, Poverty and Disasters 1998-2017  
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Number of people affected and numbers 

of death per disaster type, 1998-2017  

Source: CRED & UNISDR, Economic Losses, Poverty and Disasters 1998-2017  
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Annual affected populations 

by national income bracket, 1998-2017  

Source: CRED & UNISDR, Economic Losses, Poverty and Disasters 1998-2017  
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Climate-related and geophysical 

disasters, 1998-2017  

Source: CRED & UNISDR, Economic Losses, Poverty and Disasters 1998-2017  
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Human and economic costs of 

geophysical disasters, 1998-2017  

Source: CRED & UNISDR, Economic Losses, Poverty and Disasters 1998-2017  
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Socio-economic – value chain disruption 
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Some facts on DRR funding 
1. Disasters are increasing and their costs growing. 

 
2. DRR spending only accounts for a fraction of development assistance. 

 
3. Development assistance for DRR supports a range of actions, but is biased 

towards preparedness. 
 

4. Sources of finance for reducing disaster risk are varied and complex. 
 

5. A number of countries have mobilized their own DRR finance. 
 

6. Climate-related finance presents a new opportunity to finance DRR 
 

7. Ensuring all new investments are resilient to disaster risk sets pathways 
for sustainable development. 
 

8. Both government and the private sector can invest to reduce loss and 
tackle risk at the same time  

Source: Overseas Development Institute, Finance for Reducing Disaster Risk: 10 Things to Know, 2015  
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Approaches to DRR funding 

Source: Overseas Development Institute & UNDP, Financing DRR, 2014  
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Other challenges 



BUILDING 

RESILIENT 

COMMUNITIES 
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MERCY MALAYSIA’S SERVICES 

15 

Emergency Response, Medical Relief, Medical Missions 
Includes emergency response medical and logistics personnel, medicine and medical 
supplies and equipments, field hospitals, mobile clinics and surgical capacity (and a 
range of specialist medical services such as general surgery, vascular surgery, 
paediatric, obstetrics and gynaecology , orthopaedic, etc), and mental 
health/psychosocial  services (such as Psychosocial First Aid (PFA), Child Friendly 

Space, Women Friendly Space) 
 
 

Sustainable health-related development 
Includes Sexual reproductive health (SRH) - Minimum Initial Service Package (MISP), 
Mother and Child Health (MCH),  vaccination, health / hygiene education, rehabilitation, 
children friendly spaces, women friendly spaces, food and nutrition, WASH and shelter 
 

 

Risk reduction activities  
for vulnerable communities, in both crisis and non-crisis situations through capacity 
building of various stakeholders including the community, school children and local 

government units 

1 

2 

3 



TDRM – Links partners and activities in all phases with a common goal to reduce risk  

Response 
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Total Disaster Risk Management 
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Building Resilient Communities 
C h a l l e n g e s  i n  C r e a t i n g  R e s i l i e n c e  C o m m u n i t i e s  i n  M a l a y s i a  



What is it? 

Building resilience provides a 

complementary approach to 

traditional risk reduction and 

risk management practices 

which have typically focused 

on preventing particular events 

occurring, or mitigating the 

consequences in terms of 

losses.  

In building resilience, it must be a 

multi-stakeholder holistic 

approach. MERCY Malaysia 

works together with local 

communities, local government 

units, health service providers, 

schools and the private sectors in 

enhancing the collective capacity 

in building resilience. 
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How it works? 
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How it works? 



Strategic goals 

1. The integration of disaster risk reduction into sustainable 

development policies and planning;  

 

2. Development and strengthening of institutions, mechanisms 

and capacities to build resilience to hazards; and 

 

3. The systematic incorporation of risk reduction approaches 

into the implementation of emergency preparedness, 

response and recovery programs. 

C h a l l e n g e s  i n  C r e a t i n g  R e s i l i e n c e  C o m m u n i t i e s  i n  M a l a y s i a  



The nexus 

There is need to transcend the 

divide between relief aid and 

development work in 

delivering better results for 

people affected by crisis, and 

also broaden the development 

gains for millions of the ‘furthest 
behind’ so they can chart their 
own course out of aid-

dependency. 

The proliferation of protracted 

crises require all actors 

(humanitarian and development) 

to be prompt in reassessing the 

way we work and adopt a more 

versatile role in serving humanity. 

 

BRC is one example for the 

humanitarian - development 

nexus. 
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Humanitarian agenda  
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Development agenda 2030  
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Resilience agenda 
Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction (2015 - 2030) 
 

FOUR priorities of action   

1. Understanding disaster risk; 

2. Strengthening disaster risk governance to manage disaster risk; 

3. Investing in disaster risk reduction for resilience; 

4. Enhancing disaster preparedness for effective response, and to "Build 

Back Better" in recovery, rehabilitation and reconstruction. 
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ACTIVITIES AND 

PROGRAMS IN 

BUILDING RESILIENCE 

C h a l l e n g e s  i n  C r e a t i n g  R e s i l i e n c e  C o m m u n i t i e s  i n  M a l a y s i a  



Core activities – disaster response 

and sustainable health development 
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Core activities – BRC 
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WASH programs 
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Risk mapping 
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Risk mitigation 
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Asset preparedness 
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Technical assistance 
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Rebuilding and reconstruction 
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Rebuilding and reconstruction 
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Early recovery – transit shelters 
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The importance of early recovery 

on mental health 
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Advocacy and human development 
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Knowledge and information management 
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CONCLUSION 
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Humanitarian – Development Nexus 

Sustainable 

Development 

Goals 

Vision for sustainable 

development and humanitarian 

actions are divided 

Disrupted development delivery and 

value chain due to the humanitarian 

and development agenda divide 

Humanitarian and 

development nexus for 

sustainability and resiliency 

CURRENT SCENARIO FUTURE SCENARIO 
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REDUCING DISASTER RISK, PROTECTING SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

Higher resiliency 

Humanitarian 

leadership 

Opportunities for 

development 

Peace and security 

Stakeholders growth 

and sustainability 

Healthy and 

developed nation 
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